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WOULD SAY MY RETURN FROM 
PEAP 16 MORE IN THE WAY À 








Wu ne nec DE < 
TWELVE -DAMONZ / 


GET HERE... АН, WELL, ARGET 


МУ ГАРУАМЕТНУЕТ САМ Y WHO WAS CARL, AND WHAT 
YOU EXPLAIN ANY OF THIS 70 WAS HE TO DARK OPAL 7 
HE LOOKED SO MUCH 
LIKE CARNELIAN . 


1--І промт KNOW, 


TURQUOISE I DON'T. 
KNOW ANYTHING Вит“. 
IRKNESS. 4 
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IT. NO BIG DEAL а, 
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WAIT, THIS 5 WEVA. HEY, RELAX, кір. ре pare e `) || THEN THEN MOR 5 
E CW SEE нт. BUT NOT YOUR TYPE, АЕ, Є. > : —4 
>y ОН, WHY DIP РЕ. FATE ay ae x= )|[ Ax COW! 

LEAVE ME ? 1 NEED fe 


YOU READ МУ 
MNA YOU 
ANEW WHAT 
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THINKING /^ 





PARTICULAR PART OF REALITY, 
YOU'RE NOW AS BLIND AS THE 
RBI d 
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/ OH, LET THEM AOTM GO, 
FLAW. THIS |5 GETTING: 
INYWAY. 











YOU MAY HAVE 
ENTERED CASTLE 
AMETHYST AS AN ALLY, 

DESTROYING DARK 


CHANCE TO 
А BARGAIN 


ТО FAN OUR HATRED// 





Г LEAVE НИ ҖЕ / пе FAIR Y: 
М GIVING 
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/МБ.., WHAT MANNER ОҒ 
DEMON /S THIS СН??? 





NO! ТНЕ SWORDS BREAK 
DESPITE THEIR MYSTIC 
STEEL 2/7 
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(--РОВ MY HOUSE HAS ALGO BEEN WOUNDED WITHIN THE WALLS 
OF CASTLE AMETHYST. THIS FIGHT 15 NOW MINE, AND 
— ALONE. STAND APART, 
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NOW, LEMME MAKE SURE I GOT 
ALL THIS, LADY. YOU WERE IN BED 
WHEN YOU SUDDENLY HEARD 
SCREAMING FROM ACROSS 

THE STREET AND THAT WAS 

AT APPROXIMATELY à 

2 


SOMETHING HORRIBLE 16 GOING ON 

AT CARL'S HOUSE, TAFFY, AND І KMOW 

IT HAS SOMETHING ТО VO WITH THE 
GEMWORLD.! т KMOW IT / 


ЖОО, BOY, HAVE WE GOT A 2/ИҒ ONE HERE / 
THIS КІР 16 SO HIGH SHE CAN HEAR ^ 
THE ANGELS SINGING / 


WELL, NOT ACTUALLY IN 
Вер. МУ HUSBAND WAS COM- 
PLAINING OF A STOMACH ACHE 
60 1 WAS GETTING HIM SOME 
ALKA-SELTZER , AND ТНЕМ-- 


RITA WENT IN, AND NEVER CAME | 






































































































































UNDERSTANDNOTDRUGSITS 
CARLSOME THINGSHAPPENING 
ТОНІМНЕ 'SCHANGINGI HAVE TO. 
TELLAMY TOGOTO THEGENWORLOPLEASE 
LETMETELLHERNOHOSPITAL PLEASE 
MOMMY PLEASE, 


-МОММУМОММУМОММУ И, 


SHEESH! 

IF MY WIFE LOOKED 
LIKE THAT, Гр BUY 

UP EVERY TABLET OF 
ALKA-SELTZER IN TOWN ^ 





LOR? GARNET... NO,,.IT5 
NO GOOD... аж RISK .., 


WISH’ BUT I GHAL- 
LENGE ЖА//. 


LOOK INTO MY EYES 
AN? SEE THE RAGE OF 





О ямтмо 77 
| мау YOU'RE GONNA 
) WIN 7/9 ONE. 
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AND IF HE LOSES, ) ` 
MY LORD 
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MY НАМО? МУ HAND! FLAW, SHE TOUCHED | ~~ BACK OFF, NOW, 
МЕ! FLAW, ITS BURNING, IT HURTS / 
FLAW, MAKE IT BETTER / 1] еемиов:2! eo BACK TO YOUR 
чуч SPLIT- RANCH Ам? YOUR DOS 
АМО YOUR BOYFRIENDS AN? 


ILM NOT AFRAID OF YOU.’ YOU'RE. ~ Ж 1 МАУ Ве THIRTEEN YEARS OLD ОМ 

ING? YOU'RE А GMP] ти. | T EARTH, BUT HERE I'M 4 

SHOW YOU/ FLAW, GET HER Í KILL 6: 
HER! KILL HER, FLAN! 


ITS NOT МЕ, YOU'RE SO SMART. \_/ AS FOR ME, ITS 
SISTER. d E YOU FIGURE IT GETTING TOO BRIGHT 


OUT. ІМ HERE 
Y'KNOW,I FEEL 
SORRY FOR YOU. 





HAPPENINNNGGO 777 
SO MUGH LIGHT LL 





И с THINK т. THROW Ха SAW THAT LIGHT. IT WAS COMING 
A LITTLE ZIRK ON FROM ME. 1 DION T NEED MY EYES. 
1 QUINT -NEED-MY EYES / 


ANP I SEE А, 
AN? HE'S AFRAID OF 
THE LIGHT? ІТ HURTS 

HM IT 2978 4, 


VERY GOOD, PRINCESS. YOU'VE 

FIGURED OUT THE FIRST CLUE. 

AN? NOW, I'M READY FOR YOU. 
C'MON ОМЕ IT. A. WHIRL. 


ТТА APO 
5467. BUT THE 
KNOW-HOW 16 ON MY SIE. 


za 


BUT YOU MOV 7, WILL YOU? OR CAN'T. 
DOESN'T MATTER. I'VE GOT ФА 


NO. STAND госу 
ALL OF YOU. І 
COMMAND IT. 


ІТ 16 TIME 

FOR ME ТО FIGHT 
MY OWN BATTLES 
IN MY OWN WAY. 


EXPERIENCE AND THE 








1S RIGHT, MY 
LADY. I'LL WAGER 


you PO'NOT COMMAN? Д 
Амет CHOOSE WAR. WITH THE 
RED-HAIRED WOMAN OF STEEL / 
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"KC me MINE 
(TD WASTE, BRUTE.” 
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LIFE HAS МО 


MEANING то YOU, POES 

ARE In жемд» МУ Уй 
АЕ (аб 
RESPOWS/BILITY. 


OH, 
CMON. PEOPLE 
ARE RESPONSIBLE 
ror THEMSELVES. | 


u— | А неу Anm 
ТНАТ. 





жу HANT HISTORY 2 У/ т KNOW THAT OLD HAG CITRINA РЕР 
OKAY, Ги. GIVE ФИ 2 YOU A LOT OF MALARKEY ABOUT THE 
HISTORY. ANCIENT ONES , AND THAT OL' DOC 
FATE FILLED YOU IN ON YOUR DA? AND 
YOU BEING LORDS OF ORDER, BUT 
THAT АМТ THE WHOLE STORY. 


Y' SEE, THE GEMWORLD 
ISN'T JUST AN ALTERNATIVE 
DWENSION, Т6 A BATTLEGROUND. \ 
IT'S A FOCAL PONT BETWEEN 
LIGHT АМО DARK , GOO? AND EVIL, 
¿ ORDER AND CHAOS, ALWAYS 45 
BEEN, ALWAYS WILL BE. 


> 0 


you MUST BE CRAZY ІР YOU 
THINK IM JUST GOING TO WALK: 








GEE, NOT EVEN MUCH У Princess CAN “У? uer cose your eves 
OF A STRUGGLE . YOU STILL HEAR ME? Y (Ñ THERE AND GO TO SLEEP. 
SHE'S МО FUN. A Ej No use STRUGGLING ITLL BE EASIER THAT WAY, 
THE TENDRILS ОМО АМО PASTER. 
GET TIGHTER IF д 
YOU ро. Пи 1 


BUT JUST SO YOU WON'T 
WORRY 722 MUCH , I'LL 
LET YOU ІМ ON A SECRET, 


J | CHAOS. 175 THE WAY 
> OF THINGS. 





MONOLL I WON'T W 
LET YOU STOP ME! Т WON'T’ 
ITS NOT FAIR! 1 WAS MAMAS. 
E тъ NOT FAIR /^ з 


YOU 2442 TO TALK ТО МЕ 

LIKE THAT 22 PON'T YOU 

REALIZE WHAT AND 
WHO ТАМ?? 


YOU THINK YOU'RE SO MIGHTY 
OUST WAIT AND SEES FLAW ! 
SS, ZM X WANT YOU // 
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by Mark Evanier 


This is directed at those of you who 
aspire to write or draw comics. Which, 
lately, seems like just about Everyone. 

A friend who tallies such minutiae 
tells me I just wrote my thousandth 
comic book script, This means, among 
other things, that I really ought to go 
find a second plot. And опео the other 
things it means is that, {ога new kid in 
the business (a measly fifteen years), 
Tve written and/or edited a lot of 
comics. 

In those fifteen years, Гуе seen ап 
endless stream of books and articles on 
How to Write and Draw Comics. And 
the reason I'm poaching here on Dick 
Giordano's page is that I wanted to say 
the following: 

Those books and articles are wrong. 

All the ones I've seen, anyway. 


wrong just like a cookbook would be 
wrong if it taught you one way to 
prepare chicken and implied that there 
were no others. Folks who do comic 
books keep teaching you the way they 
do it, which may not be the right way 
for you to do it. Sometimes, itisn'teven 
the right way for them to do it, but it's 
the only way they ever learned. You'd 
be amazed how some folks in the 
tunnybook trade—fine, nice people— 
don't know anything about comica 
except what is immediately relevant to 
the job in which they find themselves. 
Let's take the art of writing comics. 
You've probably heard about thi 
"Marvel method” of scripting: The 
writer, sometimes in tandem with the 
benciller, works out a plot outline. 
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Then the penciller pencils the story 
out. Then the writer writes the captions 
and dialogue. There are some folks in 
this field who will tell you that th 

the only good way to write a comic . 
and these people are wrong. It may be 
the best way for them to work on 
certain strips with certain 
collaborators ... but it is by no means 
the best way for everyone. Some very 
fine comic book artists can't work this 
way ... or they can but they do much 
better work, some other They 
preter to have a "full script” (i. 

typed description of all chara 

what they're doing in each panel and 
what they're saying). 

And there are other methods. 
Sometimes, the writer draws out panel 
shapes on his typing paper and then 
types detailed descriptions and 
dialogue into those boxes. I wrote Bugs 
Bunny that way for years while other 
writers for the same company 
(including a gent named Carl Barks) 
were rough-sketching their stories out; 
then, thepenciller redrew their roughs. 
So there's two more methods of 
scripting comics ... and those aren't 
uncommon methods, either. There are 


for each. You adapt to the needs of 
your collaborator and to the 
requirements of the assignment at 
hand. 

Same thing,with artists. Aspiring 
illustrators are always asking artists 
what kind of pencils or pens they use. 
This ie, basically, pointless. The pen 
Joe Kubert uses will do totally different 
fhings in your hand. If you want to be 
an artist, save up some cash, go to a 


O Batman 396: The climax to the Film 
Freak sagal 

О Superman 420: А high school 
dit inva invades Superman's dreams! 
О Star Тек? 27: А quiet day aboard 
the Excelsior turns out strangely! 

О Secret Origins 3: With one magic 
word—Shazam/—it’s Captain Marvell 
口 15: Castle Amethyst is 
destroyed and a royal leader dies! 

О 'Mazing Man 6:1t's a perfect day for 


good Art Supply Shop, and buy one of 

everything. Experiment until you find 

tools with which you are comfortable. 
And then, experiment in how you 


size of their originals. Some do roughs 
the size of a printed page. Some work 

even smaller. Some don’t do any 

roughs; they plan their compo- 
sitions on the page in light blue pencil 
orlight regular pencil. Some—and 
don’t ask me how— sit down and start 
drawing with no preliminary workand 
it comes out fine. Some artists who ink 
their own work do best when they do 
tight penciling first with every linejust 
во; others lightly sketch shapes in and 
then do most of the drawing in ink. 
Some use thick brushes, some use thin 
brushes, some use pen. I've known 
artists to experiment for months with 
different brands of ink. You have to 
find what's right for you. 

И I had more room, I'd talk about 
how you, as a beginning writer or 
artist, have to be true to yourself. Let's 
say you're a budding artist named Joe 
Shmidlapp. Your goal ought to be to 
become a first-tate Joe Shmidlapp, not 
a second-string imitation of say, 
George Pérez. This may be difficult 
because there are editors who want a 
George Pérez so badly, they'd much 
rather you be him than you. The greats 
in this field have always been 
individual stylists, true to their own 
ideas: Jack Kirby, Carl Barks, Alex 
Toth, Wally Wood, Harvey Kurtzman, 
Neal Adams, Bill Everett, Joe Kubert, et 
аі. All 'e inspired by others at first, 
but eventually they started drawing 
like themselves and crafted distinctive 
styles and viewpoints. Maybe you 
don't have that now ... maybe you 
never will. But what a shame it would 
be if you didn't try. 

In the meantime, as you try to learn 
about comics, you'll encounter all 
manner of philosophers and tutors, 
some of whom may try to teach you the 
‘one way thatistheonly way they know. 
Do us all a favor and mentally inserta 
lot of "sometimeses" into everything 
they tell you, starting with everything, 
Туе told you here. No one has all the 
answers, and the sooner you realize 
that, the closer you'll be to having all 
the answers. 





baseball at Shea—and a mugging in 
the men’s room! 

П Blue Beetle 1: All-new, all-exciting 
adventures by Len Wein and Paris 
Cullins! 

О Elvira's House of Mystery™ 4: 
Elvira's hunt for Cain continues! 

D Legion of 23: It's back 
to the Phantom Zone for Mon-Ell 

О Electric Warrior 2: One of the 
Electric Warriors rebels! 





ТИР IT! І SHOWED THEM! SHE THOUGHT SHE WAS SO 
( 1 SHOWED HGR, THAT SNOTTY TOUGH! BOY, IF SHE COULD 
< PRINCESS / 2 ONLY SEE 7067 





SO SOON? WHAT 
IF THERE ARE 
SURVIVORS ? 


BUT RIGHT NOW, ТМ 
TIRED AND THIRSTY Амр 
HUNGRY AND 1 WANT 








ALIVE 1M STILL ALIVE in, THE ONLY 
ONE ALIVE ... АМ? EVERYTHING ELSE 
GONE... MY НОМЕ... MY PEOPLE... 











Dear Sir, 

Was this the exquisite cover you men- 
tioned several issues back? Wow-WE-E- 
Е-Е-Е-Е-Е-ЕІНІ! The Purple Princess 
and the blue lady. never looked better. 

But Amethyst looked a whole lot 
better on the outside than she did once 
we got inside, where we got treated to 
another episode of “Аз the Gernworld 
Turns." Our heroine is feeiing mighty 
unsettled and confused these days, 10 
put и mildly. И Amethyst once said, 

Amy seems almost like a different 
person sometimes ... like when I'm 
alone with Prince Topaz,” then it seems 
that the reverse is also true. .An 
Amethyst without Topaz seems to bring 
out the vengeance within the teen- 
ager, and the worst side of Amy Winston 
at that. A lot of your readers are accus- 


ing Topaz of being fickle, but look at it ` 


from his point of view for а minute. He 
lost his father and became an outcast in 
his own realm because he supported 
Amethyst, but the moment the danger of 
Dark Opal was removed, Amethyst left 
him. Yet it's not Topaz or Turquoise 
doing the reproaching here, instead 
they're acting quite deferential and 
trying to reason with Amethyst. Rather 
than being fickle, think Topaz was over- 
late in grasping how matters really 
stood. Evidently he had to come face-to- 
face with Amy Winston last issue before. 
he could make the admission he did the 
first panel of pg. 2. Can you argue with. 
what he said? Even Amethyst couldn't, 
though it provoked a tantrum. 

The falseness and irony of Amethyst's 
bitter. recriminations are revealed in 
simply every place this issue. Our 
princess is about to find out what real 
deceit and treachery is—a good deal of it 
in the “real friends” on Earth that she 
referred to. The unfortunate part of 
Amy's emotional turmoil is that it is 
blinding her to her real dangers. Surely 
Amethyst is going to pay for her failure 
to follow up on investigating the Opal 


Portal with some dark and dangerous. : 


days ahead. 

It seems to me that Emmy's motive for 
staying on Earth (and Amy's motive for 
holding similar sentiments) was pretty 
weak. Oh, not plotwise. It's just that 
Amy and Emmy are unwittingly touch- 
ing оп а far deeper issue. “This world of 
magic and cruelty—of lies, deceit, and 
broken promises. This world of ruthless 
enemies and false friends" was meant 
to describe Gemworld. But is Earth 
really any different? American civiliza- 
tion hangs on as slender a thread as did 
the reign of Lord and Lady Amethyst, if 


not more slender. Okay, even granting 
nuclear missiles might have difficulty 
getting past Superman's chest. 
Speaking of Emerald ... I'd say Carla 
Ames did an excellent and thorough job 
іп highlighting the qualities of char- 
acter іп the new Lady. But І suspect 
there are a fair share of families where 
the most dutiíul child is the one taken 
most for granted—remember the elder 
brother of the “Prodigal Son"? | never 
Meant to suggest middle Emerald be 
meurotic—only noticed less than her 
due, the type royal matchmakers would 
get around to as an afterthought after 
pursuing princesses with more dash 
and flash. Maybe the eldest daughter 
inheriting most of the power was mere 
speculation—but it /s a fact that middle 
Emerald missed out on some special 
powers. of her mother that Emmy did 
inherit. It is a fact that Lady Turquoise 
ranked Lady Emerald with Lady 
Amethyst and Dark Opal as one of the 
great nobles of old. It is a fact that even 
in her dotage Lady Emerald's rep was 
Still such that Arlyan whispered to her 
that the throne was her proper place— 
and not her middle daughter's. But this 
is not to depreciate middle Emerald. 
Minstrels may spin lays about 
Amethyst's and Turquoise's beauty and 
the flash of their arms and magicks—but 
Emerald may be their better as a person 
and ruler, even if nobody writes songs 
about her keeping the nose to the grind- 
stone. | think your readers could identify 
ма person like that. 
Gary Thompson 
3701 Roosevelt 
Dearborn, MI 48124 
We have to agree with you that life on 
Earth is not without its numerous 
negative aspects, Gary, but compared to 
the warring, death, and general іп- 
stability currently shaking the Gem- 
world, it's far тоге secure to be living on 
9 peaceful. tree-lined street in Huüson, 
NY. Emmy's motive is particularly strong 
when you consider that she grew up 
under the cruel, constrained reign of 
Dark Opal, losing her mother and eldest 
sister to untimely demises. Amy's 
reasons to depart the Gemworld 
(though. not personally harrowing as 
Emmy's) are just as soundly based. After 
эй, а broken heart is never any fun. 





Dear Purplish Ones, 

Туе always thought that Amethyst on 
Gernworld acted more grownup than 
Amy on Earth and wondered if the 
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physical transformation thattakes place 
when she goes from one world to 
another also had mental aspects. How- 
ever, with “Sacrifice” (#11) it becomes 
clearer that Amethyst is psycho- 
logically the same age as Amy, indeed, 
that Amethyst really /s Amy in totality. (It 
was that final, 100%, totality that І 
wondered about.) Certainly, there was 
something about Amethyst's actions in 
this issue that made her seem her Earth 
age. It wasn't really what she did (love 
can make fools of us all), but more how 
she did it. Maybe she seemed moro 
mature as Amethyst previously because 
of the nature of the situation into which 
she was thrown. It was a desperate fix to 
be in and her goal was clear. Now that 
life on Gemworld is less hectic, it is also 
more confusing for her. 

Sardonyx continues to be a most 
interesting villain. Hé can seem slimily 
repugnant at times but almost noble at. 


„Others. His villainy seems to grow out of 


weakness, or perhaps out of a desire to 
go justone step beyond what is proper— 
not the total evil of Dark Opal. He may 
even have a strong streak of good in him, 
as he wonders (page 22) about the 
wisdom of trying to rule Gemworld. Or is 
it that he just fears the chaos that he 
expects will result from such an 
atternpt? If his weakness caused him to 
ally himself with Dark Opal as his “рго- 
tector,” then it mightalso make him fear 
to compete in the brutal struggles that 
chaos entails. 
T.M. Maple 
Box 1272, Station B. 
Weston, ONT M9L2R9 
Sardonyx is definitely а complicated 
villain. as noted, T.M. Be sure to keep 
closely attuned to the Lord of Serpents” 
actions in future issues, for he will be 
playing an extremely important role ina 
critical, shattering event in Amethyst's 
life. Think! сап be any more ambiguous? 


Dear Karen, 

After reading all of the AMETHYST 
comics up 10 #11 of the current series, І 
decided | sort of owed you a letter. Let 
me tell you first off that | think 
AMETHYST is а great comic, andas long 
ав you publish it, ГИ Бау. Вит І have 
some questions. Who is this Gina 
person (AMETHYST, #10), and why is 
she so interested in Herb Winston? 
What does she know that we don't? And 
1 know you've heard a lot of criticism. 
about this, but if Prince Topaz loves both 
Lady Turquoise and Princess Amethyst, 


why is his first, last, and only concern for 
Turquoise? And how come he switched 
from Amethyst (to whom he was 
supposed to be etérnally devoted) to Tur- 
quoise without a moment's notice? 
Pretty strange if you ask me (which you 
didn't, but anyways) Well," enough 
about that. On to other thirigs. Why 
didn't Carl/Carnelian recognize Em- 
my/ Emerald at school? And last, but not 
least, if Rita is White Opal's daughter, 
why is she wearing a Dark Opal? 
Well, I've bugged you enough with my 
questions for one day. Just let me say 
(again) that AMETHYST ік-опе right on 
cotnictll 
Long reign the purple throne, 
Darcy Sharman 
14016-2151 
Edmonton, Alta 


T5Y іс5. 





Okay, Darcy.. taking your questions in 
д s e 


Gina Tonelli-is ene of нењ, Winston's 
students (he's а professor 0! English 
literature, remember?), and she's. how 
should we say. quite taken with Amy's 
dad there. (For Gina's current status. 
check out hext issue's earthly events.) 
Prince Topaz, for whatever reasons, 
prefers  Turquoise's love over 
Amethyst's. You have to remgmber that 
our princess had spent an extended 
period of time on Éarth at the beginning 
of this rnonthly series, and in 
Amethyst's case, her absence didn't 
make Topaz's heart grow fonder. You 
also have to consider that Topaz didn't 
deal too well with his lover also being à 
cute, freckled thirteen-year-old. As for 
Сагі, who said he didn't recognize Emmy 
at school? And lastly, we never said that 
Rita was White Opal's daughter. You 
probably confused an overzealous 
reader's speculative letter with the 
facts. 
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Dear Amethyst Gang: 

Congratulations! You have won. my 
“Best Cover of the Month” award for 
AMETHYST #11 (Nov. 1985)! Romeo 
and Paris really did a great job. [can only 
describe the cover as BREATHTAKING. 
It was only by accident that | discovered 
the artists’ names, cleverly hidden on a 
flowing banner (what modesty!). 
AMETHYST has had some really good 
covers, but this one takes the cake. The 
objects are highly detailed, the people 
and animals are realistic, and the.color 
is beautifull | felt as though | could step 
right into the picture. Whew! 

| wanted to purchase an extra copy of 
AMETHYST #11 and tear the cover off 
for framing, but | could not bring myself 
to destroy a copy of such a good book. 
Has DC published a poster of this cover? 
К so, how can we purple fiends get one? 

Congratulations are also given to the 
entire AMETHYST crew. | have been 
following AMETHYST from its begin- 
ning as a maxi-series, and you are all 
doing a fine job. If | may speak for every 
AMETHYST fan, then | would like to say 
THANK YOU for giving us this, as you 
call it, modern fairy tale We appreciate 


your efforts, and eagerly await the next 
issue! 
Jon A. Eberhart 
515 Summit Avenue, Apt. 35 
Arlington, TX 76013 
Оп behalt of Paris and Romeo, we'd like 
to say “Gee. thanks, Jon We're 
honored to have won your prestigious 
personal award." Unfortunately, no 
posters of issue #11 were printed, bu: if 
you're still in search of an extra copy, 
we're sure there are plenty of back 
issues*Moating around at your local 
comic. shop. 


Dear Karen, 

Thanks for printing my letter in your 
Purple Prose column—gee, Іт 
nationally famous! (Well, І still got a long 
Way to go to equal “Т.М. Маріе 5” 
fame.) But thanks again, and let's hope 
other AMETHYST readers would start 
talking to me about one of the most 
flexible comics (from the plotline point of 
view) in a long time! 

One thing struck me about 
AMETHYST #11—the cover! What a 
masterpiece of art! Paris Cullins and 
Romeo Tanghal deserve a round of 
politely hysterical applause! In short, 
this is the best AMETHYST cover ever, 
with artwork even George Pérez and 
Wendy Pini would envy... 

As for Amethyst's saying more or less 
“I quit Gemworld" on page 9 of #11, 
don't bet on it, as | say. As fellow reader 
Gary Thompson told me, a recent issue 
of Amazing Heroes said that our old 
friend Dark Opal will appear again in 
8121 Well, almost—if he does return, | 
don't think that will be him, for the par- 
ticular reason that this being may be a 
manifestation of a particular being 
called the Anti-Monitor, who wants to 
more or less wipe out Gemworld on his 
way to total universal domination, as 
told in the superb maxi-series CRISIS 
ONINFINITE EARTHS. Remember, since 
Amethyst has made an appearance in 
that maxi-series, ІЛІ bet there will be а 
CRISIS-crossover issue of AMETHYST 
very soon! 

One thing І liked about #11 are the 


similarities of the "badness" of the . 


Beckman kid and Lord Sardonyx's two 
children. They give a good dose of reality 
to the story (І mean just what parents 
have not been exasperated with their 
ME and made for good comic relief. 
г my idea of using secret "soul 
бака to differentiate the various 
members of the same royal house, 
please use it! Now that we have seen 
more of the House of Sardonyx (and we 
will see more of the other houses, tool), 
Such a system will make for easier read- 
ing, to say the least. 





Sincerely, 
Raymond Chuang 

2650 American River Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95864 

Good theory on the workings of Dark 
Ора! return, Raymond, but as witness- 
ed this issue, 8 quite unlikely looking 
villain and his sidekick were behind the 
Dark Lord's rather short-lived come: 


back. And if you liked bratty children in 
the book before, just wait until you see 
what this new "bad boy" is capable of. 
Trust us, it's awesome! 





Dear Purple People, 

Before | start my comments, 
questions, and suggestions on issue 
#11, | must say AMETHYST, PRINCESS 
OF GEMWORLD is an exciting series. І 
love the magic and the characters. also 
have never been disappointed.. 

1 write this letter about #11 because, 
to me, it was the most "human" comic 
in а looooong time. І! was also ту 
favorite! The new logo is à long overdue 
change and the cover is beautiful 
although exaggerated. Amethyst is por 
trayed as a goddess of love and peace 
and Turquoise like an evil warrior. І 
admit she likes good fights but wasn't it 
She who, in the first annual, had 
“brightened the nobles’ hearts with her 
radiance”? Unlike most of the readers, І 
prefer the relationship of Topaz and Tur 
quoise and | can't wait to see their 
wedding, if there is any. (fm curious, 
how many of the readers agreed for 
those two? 5-1096) Amethyst is great, 
but she's getting selfish. That's a 
definite по-по! She could have swallow- 
ed her pride, but nol She reacts like the 
thirteen-year-old kid she is!) Aarrghl І 
understand her pride was wounded, but 
come onl! If she wants to have Topaz 
back (something І doubt), she has got to 
show her "older" personality. How- 
ever, on page 21, first panel, Lord 
Sardonyxs face was priceless. It's 
something hard to put on paper, but this 
time ... wow! Way to go! The rest of the 
story was great and "human"! 

Finally here are two interesting sug- 
gestions; How about a mini-series 
called "The Past of the Gemworld“ 
which would show past adventures, the 
house of Amethyst taking over Ruby for 
leadership ... and a pin-up shot of the 
twelve nobles or major characters one 
each month?!? 

| thank you all for your time and. 

Until Diamond lets his hair grow!!! 

Sandra De бшге 

4050 Claude 

Verdun, Montreal 

Quebec, Canada 

H4G-1H3 

A surprising number of readers sided. 

with you, Sandra. We estimate about 

60% for Topaz and Turquoise, and 40% 

for Topaz апа Amethyst. And speaking 

of the happy couple, they'll be tying the 

proverbial knot in the not distant future. 

Don't worry, we'll give you plenty of 
noticel 


NEXT: Amy retreats from a chaotic 
Gemworld and finds Earth not the way 
she left it! See you soon—Karen 





